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THE CONTINUING ADVENTURES OF FLORIDA HOSPITAL:  NOW 

AdventHealth. 

by 

Dennis J. Wall 

 

Florida Hospital is known now as AdventHealth, but a rose by any other 
name would smell as sweet. 

It is reported that FloridaHospital/AdventHealth made a contract with a 
lawyer who used to frequently be appointed as a Guardian.  A Guardian 
makes some important decisions for some patients on the theory that the 
patients cannot make those decisions for themselves.  The decisions include 
life and death.  A Guardian can make end-of-life decisions in Florida, as in 
many States.  

The contract that FloridaHospital/AdventHealth made with this particular 
Guardian apparently involved referring patients to the Guardian who 
became the Guardian's clients.  In at least one case, the Guardian 
superseded the client-patient's own choice of Health-Care Surrogate -- the 
patient's daughter.  In return, the hospital got the patient "out the 
door."  See Monivette Cordeiro, Experts:  Hospital, Guardian Pact Odd / 
AdventHealth's $4M Deal Unheard of by Some in Health Care, ORLANDO 
SENTINEL, Sunday, October 20, 2019, p. A1, posted online on Tuesday, 
October 16, 2019. 

FloridaHospital/AdventHealth paid this particular Guardian $4 Million 
over the past decade for her services.  Id. 

Here is how things can work with a Guardian, and how they worked with 
this particular arrangement featured in the newspaper report.  It was an 
attorney for the hospital that convinced a judge to appoint the Guardian in 
the first place.  Once appointed, the Guardian moved the patient out of the 
hospital.  Once the patient was moved out of the hospital, the hospital no 
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longer had to care for him and had a bed available.  Once a bed was 
available, a potentially paying patient could be admitted for hospital care. 

And the original client-patient in the story?  He died.  This particular 
Guardian's story does not end there.  Her story began there, as it turns 
out.  The death of this particular client-patient led to "allegations that [this 
particular Guardian] routinely abused 'do not resuscitate' orders, sparking 
a scandal that has embroiled the state's guardianship system."  Id. 

Who knows where fault lies and who acted rightly in this story, if 
anyone?  But this much is clear:  Be careful who you make deals with, and 
what deals you make. 
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